Close linkage of human chromosomal pepsinogen A genes.
We have obtained a clone containing two pepsinogen A genes in a single insert by screening a recombinant cosmid library for human genomic DNA. Restriction endonuclease mappings of this cloned DNA showed that these two genes are very similar, but distinct in structure, and that they are closely linked to one another in the human chromosome DNA. The close arrangement of the genes with very similar structures could facilitate the homologous recombination or the unequal crossing-over which accounts for high frequency of haplotype variation in copy number of pepsinogen A genes as reported by Taggart et al.